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Regulations of the New York State Commissioner of Education call
for candidates seeking permanent certificates in elementary education
or a secondary academic subject area to complete several require-
ments, including achieving a qualifying score on an examination in the
area of the teaching certificate. There are presently 19 certificate areas
covered by these regulations: elementary education, English, math-
ematics, social studies, biology, chemistry, earth science, physics, and
11 languages other than English (Latin, Cantonese, French, German,
Greek, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Mandarin, Russian, Spanish). New
York State Teacher Certification Examinations (NYSTCE) are
currently being developed for each of these 19 content areas.

Goals of the Tests
As licensing tests for teachers seeking permanent certification, these
content specialty tests are intended to ensure that candidates have the
content knowledge that is important to perform the job of an
elementary or secondary academic teacher in New York State public
schools. At the same time, the New York State Education Department
(NYSED) is committed to developing subject matter tests that assess
more than the instructional content that a teacher delivers in the
classroom. These tests are designed to be reflective of the level of
knowledge mastered by individuals completing a baccalaureate degree
with a concentration in the title of the certificate to be awarded.
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Targeting the test content at the level that is reflective of a college
concentration is designed to ensure that candidates for teaching
certificates have mastery of their subject area at a level that is
important to effectively deliver the content. While this level of
knowledge will generally not be taught directly to students, the
knowledge may be called upon by teachers in designing instruction,
answering student questions, evaluating student learning, and carrying
out other responsibilities of a teacher.

For elementary education as well as the secondary academic areas,
candidates are expected to have completed a college concentration in
one of the liberal arts and sciences. The elementary education test
assesses candidates’ content knowledge in the domains of English
language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, the fine arts, and
health and fitness. While candidates for certification in elementary
education cannot be expected to have acquired content knowledge at
the level of a college concentration in each of these domains, they can
be expected to have a level of knowledge reflective of individuals
completing a concentration in one of the liberal arts and sciences.

The content specialty tests are not intended to measure pedagogical
knowledge and skills. These aspects of teaching will be covered by the
written and performance components of the Assessment of Teaching
Skills. The elementary education test and the tests in the secondary
academic areas are designed to assess content knowledge that is both
important to a teacher’s job and reflective of the knowledge expected
of a college graduate with a concentration in a related liberal arts and
sciences area.

Sample Objectives
Below is a sample objective from the social studies test.

Understand the major physical and cultural regions of the
world, recognize geographic relationships within and between
regions, and demonstrate an appreciation of the diverse
perspectives of different human groups and cultures.
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The focus statements, or examples, listed with this objective are as
follows.

• demonstrating a familiarity with the major cultural groups
associated with particular regions

• understanding the economic, environmental, and cultural factors
contributing to demographic change

• analyzing the relationships between resource distribution, economic
organization, and political authority

• analyzing ways in which political or cultural values have influenced
developments in various regions or societies

Below is a sample objective, with its focus statements, from the
English framework.

Understand the historical, social, and cultural aspects of
literature, including the ways in which literary works and
movements both reflect and shape culture and history.

For example:

• applying knowledge of the characteristics and significance of
mythology and folk literature

• analyzing the expression of cultural values and ideas (e.g., regional,
ethnic, historical) through literature

• analyzing the role of given authors and works in influencing public
opinion about and understanding of social issues (e.g., Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Charles Dickens, Jonathan Swift, Toni Morrison,
N. Scott Momaday, Tato Laviera)

Dimensions Assessed
The content specialty tests included in the New York State Teacher
Certification Examinations are intended to measure more than recall of
specific facts related to the content area. The tests will require
understanding of concepts and principles and will require the ability to
apply or analyze factual knowledge, concepts, and principles. The tests
will require use of higher-order thinking skills and other specific skills
related to the content area. The test items will not require recall of
highly specific details but will assess candidates’ use of knowledge to
understand significant themes, trends, and processes. Tests will
include reading passages from a variety of sources as well as other
stimuli such as graphs, tables, diagrams, and experimental data. Use of
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the stimuli will be required to demonstrate comprehension of
relationships, analytic understanding, and the application of skills and
knowledge to solve problems.

Item Formats
One of the goals of the New York State Education Department for
the testing program is to balance traditional testing formats with
alternative testing formats. This approach is designed to ensure that the
testing instruments will be reliable, statistically sound, and appropriate
as licensing tests, and at the same time, that they will include some
direct measures of performance and other innovative item formats.

Content Specialty Tests
The content specialty tests should be viewed in the context of the
entire testing program. The Liberal Arts and Sciences test, which will
call upon candidates to apply thinking skills to a variety of situations
within major knowledge domains, will contain a variety of multiple
choice items and a written assignment that will assess candidates’
communication skills. The two test components of the Assessment of
Teaching Skills will assess candidates’ pedagogical knowledge and
skills through multiple choice items, a written essay, and a direct
assessment of teaching performance. The content specialty tests will
assess candidates’ content knowledge through a variety of item types
appropriate for the content area.

Content Area Tests
The tests for the content areas will include a variety of multiple choice
items that will assess examinee knowledge, understanding, and skills
in a reliable, sophisticated, and cost-effective manner. These items will
include the use of written or graphic stimuli and will call on candidates
to analyze information and to apply thinking skills to solve problems.
Some stimuli will be clustered to a number of items and will call upon
candidates to demonstrate understanding in a number of domains.
Some items will present a number of conclusions, action statements, or
other responses, of which more than one may be correct.
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Language Tests
Each of the tests of languages other than English will require exami-
nees to demonstrate proficiency through direct measures. In each of
the 11 language tests, candidates will demonstrate reading, listening,
speaking, and writing skills through direct measures.

Latin test. For the Latin test, candidates will read aloud passages of
prose and poetry and will be required to demonstrate appropriate
pronunciation and phrasing. Candidates will also listen to recordings
and transcribe the spoken passages of prose in Latin.

Modern languages tests. For the modern languages, candidates will be
asked to demonstrate proficiency in listening, writing, and speaking.
These components are described below.

Listening proficiency. For each of the ten modern language tests,
examinees will be tested on listening proficiency by listening to
recorded messages and demonstrating comprehension of the message
and understanding of the tone or point of view of the speaker or
speakers. Candidates will also be required to derive information from
oral messages of real-life situations, as well as infer information that is
implied but not stated.

Writing proficiency. Candidates for certification in each of the modern
languages will also write a passage of several paragraphs and will be
required to communicate a message effectively for a given audience
and purpose. A prompt will be presented that may call on candidates to
write a letter requesting a recommendation for a job, to describe the
reason for a personal decision, or to communicate any other specified
message.

Speaking proficiency. To demonstrate speaking proficiency, candi-
dates will respond on tape to a prompt that may call for them to
describe an event or action, to discuss advantages or disadvantages of
an idea, or to respond to a hypothetical situation. Candidates will be
expected to communicate a response effectively and to demonstrate
command of a range of vocabulary and simple and complex language
structures.
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A Balanced Approach
The New York State Education Department has strived to take a
balanced approach to test development. The structure of the testing
program, the test development process, and the test design and item
format decisions are all based on an approach of balancing needs of
validity, reliability, feasibility, innovation, and cost-effectiveness.
Each of the decisions that has been made for the program has been
made thoughtfully and with the overall goals of the testing program in
mind. The expectations and standards for the testing program have
been maintained at a very high level, with the ultimate expectation that
the testing program will improve the professionalism of teaching in
New York State.
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