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Introduction

The assessment of educators as a part of the credentialing process
continues to be a topic of interest. It raises technical questions for
the measurement community and policy issues for state education
agency administrators. It is of concern to parents and guardians,
school board members, legislators, and the public at large. The
qualifications of school personnel is among the primary elements
in any of the reform plans and models that have been offered in
recent years.

National Evaluation Systems, Inc. (NES®), has compiled a set of
papers, presented at two conferences, all dealing with educator
assessment and particularly with issues related to performance
assessment. One of the conferences is sponsored annually by NES
and was held in Chicago in October 1993. The gathering includes
education agency staff, college and university faculty members,
and legislators from about twenty states. The other conference is
the annual meeting of the American Educational Research
Association (AERA), held in April 1993 in New Orleans.

The papers from the NES Chicago conference focus primarily on
performance assessment of educators. The expansion of measure-
ment formats in recent years to include constructed responses
of various kinds, videotapes, and audiotapes, among other
approaches, has been one of the most important developments in
this field. The introduction of these approaches to a "high-stakes"
testing arena raises many challenging questions: legal, measure-
ment, policy. The distinguished speakers addressed several aspects
of this topic. The AERA paper presents research on the stability of
validation survey results over time.

As an appendix to this book, NES has included a new faculty
manual from Oklahoma. This manual provides information to
teacher preparation faculty members regarding the interpretation
and use of test results as they work with individual students and as
they review their programs. We hope the reader finds it an
interesting example of the type of materials that can support
teacher educators.
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The papers from the NES Chicago conference are provided so as
to retain the informal nature of the presentations. We are indebted
to all contributors to this book.

The views expressed here are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the positions of National Evaluation
Systems, Inc.
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