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Introduction

During the past decade many states have implemented or
updated educational policies that have had significant impact on
teacher preparation and certification practices. In 1991 a book
entitled From Politics to Policy: A Case Study in Educational
Reform was published, describing the experiences of Texas
educators with the Texas Academic Skills Program (TASP®).
National Evaluation Systems, Inc. (NES®), has been involved in
the TASP program since its inception in 1987. Texas and other
states have participated in the implementation of educational
policy and have been able to demonstrate the dramatic effect
educational policy has on the practice of teaching in their states.

The papers constituting this book were originally presented at
the eleventh annual Teacher Certification Testing Conference
sponsored by NES and held in Chicago in September 1995.
These papers describe the evolving process that moves educa-
tional reform from policy to practice. Policy is enacted in most
instances with the intent of improving the quality of education
for students within the state. Coincident with this process, the
teacher preparation programs are impacted since they are
expected to produce graduates who will be able to successfully
complete the certification process and realize the intended
results in the classroom.

Section 1 of this book, "Policy Impact on Teacher Certification
Assessment," comprises two papers. The first, authored by
Calvin Frazier, offers a retrospective of the gains teacher
education has experienced in the first half of the 1990s.
Drawing on research that he has conducted in his role as Senior
Consultant for the Education Commission of the States,
Dr. Frazier offers insight regarding the progress that has already
been achieved, due in large part to education reform policy. The
second paper, authored by Michael Rebell, provides a summary
of the impact of opportunity-to-learn standards on the
improvement of education. He cites case law relevant to the past
application of education policy as it relates to opportunity to
learn and provides inferences into future directions where the
law seems to be guiding teacher certification testing.
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Section 2 of this book, entitled "Teacher Certification Testing
Program Updates," includes papers presented by representatives
from three states—California, Michigan, and Texas. The first
three papers in this section are California program reports that
include papers from the California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing representatives primarily responsible for the Single
Subject Assessments for Teaching (SSAT™) and the (Bilingual)
Crosscultural, Language and Academic Development
Examinations (CLAD™/BCLAD™) programs and from a repre-
sentative of the Credential Counselors and Analysts of California.
The combined contents of these three papers offer an overview
of the coordinated programs of the California credentialing
process. They present information about the connections
between policy and practice from the aspect of the impact that
policy has on the testing of teacher candidates and the further
translation of this improvement into the classroom.

The fourth paper of Section 2, authored by Dorothy VanLooy and
Linda Forward, presents the linkages between the Michigan Test
for Teacher Certification (MTTC), Michigan teacher preparation
programs, and K–12 school reform in Michigan. Michigan has
been on the leading edge of much of the K–12 school reform
efforts of the recent past. This paper relates the coordinated
efforts among the educators in Michigan as the teacher
preparation process is included in the reform process. The fifth
and final paper of this section, authored by Nolan Wood and
Pamela Tackett, relates the current movement in Texas to
integrate educator preparation into the accountability system
that is in use in the state. The paper offers insights into the
impact of technology on the use of assessment information by
institutions of higher education. The Texas experience offers
many informative cues for future development in teacher
preparation throughout the country.

Section 3, entitled "Assessment Practices," includes three papers
that describe the latest in applications of various assessment
formats. The first paper, authored by Diane Hughart, presents
background information on the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards' efforts to develop and use performance
assessment in measuring the professional knowledge of
practicing teachers. The assessments of the National Board are
both an opportunity for professional development and a process
that in itself is instructive. The second paper, authored by
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Ronald Berk, offers a slightly different view of the current state
of assessment practice. While Dr. Berk acknowledges the
usefulness of performance assessment in the professional
development of the certification candidate, the multiple-choice
item is presented as being the reliable and valid alternative to
such applied measures. Further, Dr. Berk relates the complex
cognitive processes that can be measured with the multiple-
choice item format.

The final paper in Section 3, authored by John Mattar, presents a
new assessment technique for the Texas Academic Skills
Program (TASP). The computer-administered testing currently in
use for the TASP program creates greater accessibility in a user-
friendly environment for students who prefer to test via
computer and for those who must take the test between
scheduled administrations of the paper-and-pencil test. This
paper explores the uses of the computer-administered version of
the TASP and its successful implementation.

The papers included in this book represent tremendous effort on
the part of the authors in the preparation of the papers and in
the commitment of time to present this important information at
the conference. We thank all the contributors to this book.
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