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Background
The School of Education at the New York Institute of
Technology is a new school of education that came into
existence in 1991. The school has two main thrusts: (1) to
integrate technology into every course and (2) to train
teachers to know how to teach the great diversity of children
in their classes. We have one campus in New York City and
two campuses on Long Island—one in Nassau County and
the other in Suffolk County. The campuses are all about 30 to
35 miles apart from each other; however, the issues
confronting New York City teachers are worlds apart from
those of the teachers in the suburbs.

The Liberal Arts Issue
The majority of our students are transfer students with
varying liberal arts backgrounds. To make sure that we get
the caliber of students that we want, we have raised our
admissions standards:  now one of the admissions criteria is
that students must pass the Liberal Arts and Sciences Test
(LAST) of the New York State Teacher Certification
Examinations (NYSTCE®) before being accepted to the
School of Education.

Without spending too much time on the issues for New York
City students and teachers, I should note that one big
concern for us is that most of the students at our New York
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City campus are NYC teachers enrolled in our master's
program. Most of them will pass the Assessment of Teaching
Skills—Written of the NYSTCE, but quite a few will fail the
LAST, a test that stresses reading, writing, and thinking
skills.

One Helpful Tool
Before New York State used the National Evaluation Systems
tests—the NYSTCE—to measure what teachers know, we
had the National Teachers Examination (NTE®) from
Educational Testing Service (ETS®). Consequently, we feel as
though we have had some experience with teacher
assessment at the state level. One procedure that we got from
ETS that we found to be very helpful was an item analysis.
For example, we saw that our students had trouble with
charts, maps, and graphs. We were then able to tell our
liberal arts colleagues, as well as the education faculty, to
introduce that concept in all their classes—and it helped.

Behind the Statistics
Some of the other issues confronting us are ones that the state
will have to address, but meanwhile they are causing us
some consternation because they affect our NYSTCE passing
rate percentages. We are one of four colleges in New York
State that train teachers in vocational education—trade,
technical, health, business, and distributive education fields.
If a student in this teacher education program has had five
years of experience in one of these fields, he or she does not
need a degree and therefore may have never been to college.
With four years of work experience, students need an A.A.S.
degree. Only if students want a B.S. degree do they need the
full four years of a college education. Needless to say, few of
the 120 teachers in the vocational education teacher
education program have a college background when they
take the NYSTCE. This lack of a liberal arts and sciences
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background has an adverse effect on the students' pass rate
and the school's percentage pass rate. The president of New
York Institute of Technology suggested that we drop the
vocational education teacher education program, but our
public school colleagues in New York City and on Long
Island have asked that we maintain it because they need
those teachers. The New York State Education Department
has assured us that this matter will be considered, but
currently we have to live with this situation and our scores
will be affected this year.

Another situation that we need to address relates to the fact
that we are a relatively new school of education (seven years
old) whose first commitment is to integrate technology into
every course. We have a master's program in Instructional
Technology with approximately 1000 majors. At this time in
New York State there is no certification in instructional tech-
nology per se. However, since technology is "functionally
related" to all other areas of provisional certification and
since we accept students with any provisional certification—
even one that they may have finished as many as five years
before—we find ourselves responsible for these students'
grasp of their content areas even though we have not taught
them. We do not have a solution yet, but one possibility
could be that the students must take their content-area test at
the bachelor's level.

We also have a question as to what number of test takers is
considered a valid and reliable number. For example, if two
students take the physics content-area test and one fails, are
we now at the 50th percentile? This question must be
addressed.

Resolving the Liberal Arts Issue
Another concern we have is that the writing skills subarea of
the LAST shows that many students need help with writing.
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To address this situation, we are working with the liberal arts
faculty to have more writing assignments included in the
liberal arts classes as well as in the education classes. In
addition, we carefully analyze all the data after each test. We
used the resulting information to design the curriculum for
our LAST preparation course. Now, instead of helping the
students after the test, we hope this six-week (no credit)
preparation course that students can elect to take will make a
difference. We were late in notifying students about the
course, so this term few students are taking advantage of it.
During the spring semester we will be mandating that
students take the preparation course.

As I noted previously, most of our students are transfer
students and come from diverse schools with different liberal
arts backgrounds. We hope that requiring them to take the
LAST before being accepted to the School of Education will
yield a student body with a common grounding in the basic
skills and the liberal arts.

We are pleased that education is in the spotlight, both locally
and nationally, but we see that there are issues that must be
addressed so that we can raise standards for teachers and can
do so in a logical and fair manner that enables us to put the
most qualified teachers into the schools.
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