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The Doug Bates Lectures grew out of a desire to honor the
legacy of an early proponent of high moral and ethical
standards for America's educators. Doug Bates is an attorney
with the Utah State Office of Education and has served for a
number of years as the attorney for the National Association
of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification
(NASDTEC). In both roles, Doug has been consistent and
relentless in his insistence that state licensing agencies and
employing school districts effectively screen applicants and
monitor all educators for moral fitness.

The National Association of State Directors of Teacher
Education and Certification is the organization that repre-
sents professional standards boards and commissions and
the state departments of education in all fifty states, the
District of Columbia, the Department of Defense Dependents
Schools, the U.S. territories, British Columbia, Ontario, and
New Zealand—bodies that are responsible for the prepara-
tion, licensure, and discipline of educational personnel.
Associate members include Canadian provinces, representa-
tives of colleges and universities, and other constituent
groups with an interest in the preparation and certification of
educational personnel.
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NASDTEC believes that all students should have educators
who are held to high standards, and the organization is
dedicated to providing leadership and support to those
responsible for the preparation, certification/licensure, ethi-
cal and professional practice, and continuing professional
development of educators.

For a number of years now, NASDTEC has included work-
shops pertaining to professional practices for educators in the
programs at its national and regional conferences. In fact,
NASDTEC now sponsors a national "Professional Practices
Institute" for practitioners aside from these conferences. A
little over three years ago, it was decided that NASDTEC's
annual conference should also include a formal presentation,
entitled the "Doug Bates Lecture," specifically devoted to
professional practices. Speakers are chosen on the basis of
their demonstrated commitment to the ideals of NASDTEC
in the area of educator moral fitness. This lecture series
contains presentations given at the NASDTEC Annual
Conference, held in 1997 in Savannah, Georgia; in 1998 in
Rapid City, South Dakota; and in 1999 in Santa Rosa,
California.

National Evaluation Systems, Inc., is to be commended for
collecting and reprinting the first three of these presentations.
Please take this opportunity to "listen" to these speakers and
contemplate how they, and so many others like them in the
field, view the crucial task of protecting and ensuring the
welfare of our school children.

Paul M. Longo, Chair
Professional Practices Committee
NASDTEC


