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My passion for teaching in the Chicago Public Schools comes from my own 
experience at the elementary and high school levels. I attended Richard 
Edwards Elementary School on the southwest side of  Chicago. It was difficult 
for me to adjust because my primary language was Spanish and I was receiving 
a lot of  instruction in English. In addition, the culture of  the neighborhood—
a predominately caucasian population with the majority being of  Polish 
descent—was quite different from my own. I often felt discouraged by the idea 
that I was not as smart as my classmates; little did I know at the time that my 
difficulty had nothing to do with how smart I was but how hard it is to learn a 
new language while trying to learn math, science, and history.

Soon after I started high school, I realized that I had a lot of  potential but 
that it needed to be acknowledged and nurtured in order for it to develop into 
something more. Luckily I had very understanding and motivating teachers 
at Farragut High School, who recognized my potential and encouraged me to 
keep striving for more. Although those teachers have since left Farragut—due 
to poor working conditions, the declining neighborhood, or simply feeling 
burnt out—they had an enormous influence on my life and geared me toward 
wanting to be just like them: caring educators.

I became very interested in teaching by my sophomore year in high school 
and often wondered what kind of  teacher I would make. Despite my earlier 
difficulties with the language, I decided to major in English education at 
Illinois State University. While most of  my peers wanted to teach in Central 
Illinois or in the Chicagoland area, I decided that I wanted to teach students 
from my community, students that might have gone through some of  the same 
experiences that I went through—and am still going through—as a Latina in 
the United States.
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The deciding factor for my wanting to teach was about having a holistic, 
positive effect on my students’ lives rather than about teaching a particular 
subject. Even now, it is about my students and what they need from me as their 
educator—whether it be advice, mentoring, support, or life skills—coupled 
with my ability to teach them particular academic skills that will be beneficial 
to them later in life.

It is not all rainbows and lollipops at Big Picture High School at Back of  
the Yards, where I currently teach. Reality hits us in the face every day as 
students and teachers.  We have some of  the same issues that many Chicago 
Public Schools have, related to gang infestation, violence, drug solicitation, 
and dropout. These factors, however, just make me want to work that much 
harder for my students. And it is hard work; it is definitely challenging to keep 
a positive mind-set when there are so many negative factors at play, but that is 
the job of  a caring educator. 

I plan to stay in the teaching profession because I honestly believe that 
students in the Chicago area are in dire need of  caring teachers. Also, I want 
to continue to be a positive role model for my students and provide as much 
as I can for them. What will keep me in the profession is being able to make 
that little bit of  difference in my students’ lives. I want my students to know 
that they are just as worthy of  a dignified education as any other student in 
the United States.

What would cause me to leave the teaching profession would be my coming to 
the realization that I am not making any difference in the lives of  my students. 
Another factor would be not being well supported by the administration and 
other staff  members at my particular school. In order to be an effective teacher, 
one has to feel supported by the people he or she works with. If  that support 
is lacking or nonexistent, it can be very detrimental for the individual teachers 
and, in turn, the dynamics of  the school. At the moment, however, as neither 
of  these factors apply, I feel that I am in this profession for the long haul. 
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