
Foreword

In October 2007, the Evaluation Systems group of Pearson gathered 
educators and policy makers at a conference in Chicago to discuss 
the role of technology in the schools of tomorrow. Stemming from 
their various backgrounds—superintendents, board of education members, 
teachers—conference participants presented a vision for how various 
players—students, teachers, school systems, credentialing agencies—might 
use technology to streamline processes and to better prepare students to 
face the challenges of the global economy.

Following is a brief summary of each of the conference participants’ 
presentations.

James E. Barker warns that technology is vital for preparing students to 
be able to navigate and compete on the boundless global world stage.

Larry Rosenstock discusses the importance of broadening our technical 
schools to provide our students with a complete academic background 
as well as a broad understanding and knowledge of industry in order to 
prepare them for careers focused on global cooperation. He also discusses 
some of the practical applications of technology at High Tech High.

Jennifer L. Husbands focuses on how quality teachers are hired and 
trained at High Tech High, stressing that these teachers are not trained 
to use technology but to give students the opportunity to use technology 
themselves to showcase their learning.

Yong Zhao shows us how computers and teachers should be thought 
of as equal sources of learning and education, with each assigned 
specific tasks. He describes various applications of virtual reality existing 
throughout the world today, and stresses the importance of preparing our 
children to thrive in a digital environment.

While Jason Kamras admits that there are many things technology can 
do in the classroom to make a teacher’s job easier, he believes that 
preparing, training, and maintaining high-quality teachers is what will 
prepare students for the future, and that our approach so far has been 
“woefully inadequate.”

In response to what she feels has been an avoidance in the 2008 
presidential election of any real discussion of using technology in the 
schools of tomorrow to create 24/7 learning communities, Penelope M. 
Earley offers an open letter to the future president of the United States, 
outlining several points with which to begin these discussions.
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Tom Welch emphasizes that in order for educators to make the most of 
the new technologies available to them, they must first move from the 
idea of education focused around the school to education focused on 
learning itself, with the idea that learning should have no limits in terms 
of time and place, instead taking place twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, and across seven continents, and that students at different 
levels should be able to move ahead or take more time, as needed.

Sue Gee discusses the importance of remaining flexible in terms of 
both how we prepare our teachers and how we design our technological 
infrastructure.

Richard Paula discusses the initiatives of the Quabbin Regional School 
District and its desire to move toward integrating information and 
engaging students in the process of learning.

William Thomas details the origins of the Southern Regional Education 
Board, describing its recent focus on online learning through the creation 
of state virtual schools. 

Ronald A. Berk explores technology through the idea of using music in 
the classroom to enhance learning, citing both theoretical and research 
evidence related to how music affects the brain; describing technological 
tools for successfully bringing music into the classroom; and suggesting 
practical ways to select appropriate music and incorporate it into 
learning.

Tracy Loken Weber focuses on the importance of technology for 
motivating adult learners and discusses the role it should play in adult 
basic education, general educational development, English as a Second 
Language, and workforce development.

Jamey Fitzpatrick discusses the value of online learning through the 
context of Michigan Virtual University, but warns that it is not a one-
size-fits-all solution, and that we need to invest in training our teachers to 
use online technologies so they can become effective online teachers.

Sandy Kress looks at technology in terms of federal legislation, insisting 
that we need to tie technology to key objectives of education law and 
policy in order to fully benefit from its power—that is, both to expand 
the learning environment from its current “either/or” environment and to 
be able to gather and interpret information about where students are in 
terms of strengths and weaknesses. 
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Dee Hopkins discusses the inadequacies of the public high school system 
and its inability to adequately prepare students to succeed in the global 
age. Rising to the challenge, Texas has been active in addressing this 
problem by developing a college-ready default curriculum; revising its 
state assessments; and investing in the Texas High School Project—a 
partnership dedicated to increasing the number of graduates prepared for 
college success, whose giant step in this direction was the creation of 
University Preparatory High School.

John E. Jacobson describes the characteristics of today’s generation of 
teacher candidates, making the point that traditional face-to-face methods 
of learning are not enough to engage them in learning. He discusses the 
value of online learning and its development over the last several years 
at Stephen F. Austin State University.

Glenn Thomas makes the connection between student learning, technology, 
and global sustainability through the context of the Millennium Project’s 
report on what will be needed in the year 2030 in terms of technologies 
and learning support. 

Rick Eiserman changes the focus to look at how technology can best be 
used to capture data on teacher preparation and certification and use that 
data to measure school improvement and student achievement, citing the 
Georgia Professional Standards Commission as a successful model. 

Dale Janssen reports on California’s commitment to quality data collection, 
outlining its many initiatives and discussing where each is in the 
process.

W. Robert Houston reiterates that the realm of education has yet to 
realize the full potential of technology, falling further behind as the speed 
at which innovations occur rapidly increases. In order to make the kind 
of changes that technology will allow and begin educating differently, we 
need to first accept the validity of the innovations themselves.

The conference provided a variety of perspectives on the role that 
technology can and should play in the future of education—in learning, 
data collection, teacher preparation, and elsewhere. Although many of 
these ideas have been put into practice, it is clear that much more 
work needs to be done—in terms of both implementing procedures and 
convincing those resistant to change—to make the most of the technology 
currently available as well as the innovations to come.
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For most of the papers, the informal tone of the speaker’s presentation 
has been retained. Evaluation Systems wishes to acknowledge that all of 
the papers in this book represent a significant commitment of time and 
effort on the part of the authors to prepare and present this information 
at the 2007 conference, and later to prepare the papers for publication. 
Evaluation Systems thanks all the contributors to this book. The views 
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the positions of the Evaluation Systems group of Pearson.
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