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Education is big business, and it needs to operate like a business 
designed to improve a student’s future. Only then can we accomplish 
our goal of preparing the world’s best and brightest to compete in the 
new flat world. A world-class education is the engine of the global 
economy; those who have it, win; those who do not, lose. Over a number 
of years, I’ve had the good fortune to work with many international 
businesspeople. We have about seven countries that we deal with on a 
regular basis, including our sister city in China and our programs with 
Poland and Germany. 

With the Internet, education and companies are only a click away. The 
Internet has created a connected global community. Through the pairing 
of exchanges with technology in our classrooms, the district is becoming 
a place of global opportunity. For many students, the classroom is a 
portal to a world of possibilities. Every day, education and business are 
interfacing on everything from astrophysics to zoology, using a tool that 
is free to those who have access, knowledge, and opportunity.

For example, a free global conference is currently taking place on the 
Web, which involves approximately sixty-two countries worldwide. In 
this format, all anyone needs to do is go online, and he or she can 
interface, interact, and have dialogues with educators from all over the 
world. This is truly the free market of intellectual capital. Concurrently, 
students are setting up their own pages—similar to MySpace pages—to 
post any number of issues regarding trigonometry, writing, and other 
areas of study. So, from a technology perspective, if you have Internet 
capability, knowledge, and access, you can forever change a student’s 
ability to participate and compete in the new knowledge economy. Access 
is being expanded worldwide to this new frontier. Corporations and 
universities are also reaching out to underserved countries to accelerate 
their participation in this new economy. In fact, MIT’s computer lab just 
received a huge corporate grant, with which they’re going to send out 
100–120 million computers to underserved countries without electricity. 
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These computers have a crank on the side, and every crank will afford 
15 minutes of Internet access. The world is shrinking, and our classrooms 
need to connect with others beyond their community, their state, and 
their country. A successful classroom today must link to the global 
community. It is our ongoing challenge to access and utilize the world’s 
resources to help each and every student. 

I had the good fortune to go to India with an executive from a global 
corporation, who said, “Everybody’s talking about high tech. Come 
with me; I want to show you something.” So at about seven-thirty in 
the morning we went out to a field that had a mowed area about six 
inches high, surrounded by tall weeds. I was wondering what he could 
possibly have in mind when he said, “I want to show you where the 
great technology leaders are coming from.” About ten minutes later, as 
if on cue, a group of young people began to arrive and kneeled on this 
field of grass, awaiting their teacher. There are no boundaries for those 
who want to learn using technology. It is clear that many countries 
understand and have promoted the benefits of a high-tech education to 
their students.

Part of our challenge is educating American students about their 
counterparts around the world who are hungry for knowledge and eager 
to learn. And that’s one of the reasons educators need to be informed 
that jobs are the prize for well-educated youth in this competitive arena 
of worldwide connectivity. Every teacher needs to prepare world-class 
learners for the global economy. As that corporate executive stated, “This 
is where it begins—with the motivation of students coming and kneeling 
in a field and waiting for their teacher to arrive.” Pair this with global 
opportunities and technology, and the old work barriers of time and place 
are removed.

For instance, many companies are doing their accounting, payroll, tech 
support, and other functions over the Internet in countries like India. The 
jobs go where students/workers have been educated for these technology-
based solutions. The fact is, students in China, India, and other parts of 
the world are using technology to change what it means to work. The 
skill sets and knowledge are no longer the purview of geography or 
controlled by a country. The reward for the globally prepared workforce 
within this new knowledge-working group is a better standard of 
living—a nicer home, a new automobile, and more expendable income. 
Businesses assessing this workforce are moving individuals from poverty 
to possibility. Students in many countries are willing to invest whatever 
time or energy is necessary in becoming world-class learners in their 
respective fields. The challenge for educators is to create engaging 
learning experiences that motivate American students to consistently 
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compete on this competitive world stage. One way to accomplish this 
is by using contemporary technology to access information worldwide to 
help students more fully realize their potential as citizens of the world. 
The old text-and-teacher model only reflects good teaching in a Norman 
Rockwell painting.

A new dawn is upon educators. The future will belong to those who can 
navigate and compete in this new boundless, global knowledge economy. 
The best hope is in using technology to access the world to redefine and 
redesign this experience called education.
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