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Future Funding for Education at 
the State Level: Is It Business as 
Usual? 

Alma Allen  

We have all heard that we need to close the achievement gap, that our 
children are dropping out of school, that as a nation we are falling behind 
other nations in terms of education. As educators, we are keenly aware of 
what needs to be done. Surely we could close the achievement gap if we had 
a little more money, a little more personnel, the latest piece of technology. 
We currently find ourselves at a unique time in education. The president of 
the United States has allocated $100 billion to education as part of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. And even beyond this $100 
billion, there is money for education that people may not be aware of.  

Schools today don’t look that different from how mine did growing up, and 
I finished high school in 1956 in the country. There are currently pockets of 
excellence—such as Houston’s Aldine Independent School District, which 
consistently meets the standards—but these are the exception rather than the 
rule for schools across the United States. This year, the State of Texas did 
not put one dime of its own money into education; instead, it used stimulus 
money. Why? Like many states, it was thinking ahead. Texas is on a 
biennial budget schedule, meaning its current budget will be in place until 
2011. Just as individuals have been cutting back on their budgets, trying to 
save, being a little more economical than they’ve been in the past, states are 
holding on to their money, because if people are not spending, then there 
will be no tax money to put into education. Luckily, however, we are now 
seeing available moneys, the likes of which we have never seen before. 

Teacher Improvement Grants 

Because of the stimulus package, we now have the money to work on 
closing the achievement gap. But guess what? Some states are not taking the 
money. The State of Texas has $5 billion available to it, and it has so far 
accepted only $600 million. That’s true of many states. Some governors 
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don’t want to take the money because they say it ties them to government. 
It’s unfortunate that politics is getting in the way because we’ve never had 
this opportunity before in education. We want to get the message out: under 
teacher improvement, there is a sum of $10 billion, over and above the 
original $100 million, available in terms of grants: for teacher development, 
for the hiring of consultants, for mentors, for master teachers, for colleges 
and universities to come together and train teachers—particularly new 
teachers. This is money that needs to be accessed. I’ve heard districts and 
teachers complaining about having to apply for the grants. Being handed the 
money would of course make it easy for teachers, but this is not the way 
education grants work. We need to know specifically what’s going to be 
done with the money, to make sure it’s aligned to the standards set by the 
states and the federal government.   

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Grants 

There’s also significant grant money available under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act for states, preschools, and infants and families. 
Included in the No Child Left Behind Act was the provision that special 
education students be tested for adequate yearly progress just like regular 
classroom students, and now there is money for that technology. There is 
also money for more personnel, psychologists, and teacher aides—plus the 
training of those aides. There is money for early detection of three- and four-
year-olds, as well as for the implementation of innovative strategies for 
educating students from age three to twenty. Houston’s Martin Luther King 
Junior Early Childhood Center has a partnership with the Mental Health 
and Mental Retardation Authority, which goes into the school and does the 
testing. And if parents bring to the school’s attention that a child may be 
needing some special education, those students can get tested early and have 
intervention right there in the school.  

Vocational Education Grants 

Another big pocket of available money is in vocational education. Educators 
and parents alike tend to emphasize a college-bound curriculum; thus, there 
is currently a shortage of carpenters, welders, and so on. There’s been a war 
against vocational education for a while now, but there is a real need for  
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this kind of education, which today involves more than just learning to  
build a bookcase. Vocational education happens outside the classroom—in 
hospitals, oil companies, and so on. After hurricanes Katrina and Ike, there 
were not enough carpenters and roofers to put the houses back together,  
so they had to depend on just anybody coming in to rebuild, and that made 
for a very difficult situation. For those kids who will not be going to college, 
there’s now this money for this kind of training, and so we need to  
access that.  

Title I 

There is also money in the coffer for Title I students—those students who 
qualify as economically disadvantaged. In the Constitution of the United 
States, there were no provisions made for education; Title I gives eco-
nomically disadvantaged children access to opportunities by giving more 
money to qualifying schools. Provisions for Title I have recently doubled, 
allowing money for aides, teachers, computers, hardware, and software.  

Looking at the current availability of money for education is exciting, but 
we do have to reach out and grab it; otherwise, it will go right back to the 
government. If we are going to succeed in education, to once and for all 
close that education gap, we must take advantage of the money available 
now because we may never see it again. 


