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We all know how critically important it is to engage our students, to make 
sure that the experiences they are having are relevant and rigorous. The state 
of Maine has been on a journey since Governor King had a vision to ensure 
that Maine’s graduates would be among the most competitive inter-
nationally. In his vision for Maine, he saw students taking advantage of a 
digital global world by having access to learning through technology. And 
what began as a vision succeeded in putting laptops into the hands of every 
middle school student in Maine. The focus of our work was not just on the 
technology but about the learning itself. Since the implementation of the 
Maine Learning Technology Initiative, we have been tremendously success-
ful in transforming the depth of learning experienced by our students.  

At a time when all of us are struggling with critical funding issues for educa-
tion, we’ve been able to keep at the forefront sustained funding for the 
program. We have refurbished three times now, the most recent being in 
2009, when we provided MacBooks to all of our middle school students. In 
2007, we were very fortunate in developing a funding mechanism. Our goal 
had been to extend the program to our high school students by 2007, and 
although we weren’t successful at that time, we were able to give every high 
school teacher the same device that our middle school students were 
working with. And in fall 2009, we were able to provide 65 percent of our 
high school population with laptops.  

Much of the work that businesses are engaged in today—networking and 
collaborating—is being done by our students on a day-to-day basis. Through 
the use of technology, they are networking across the world, making 
connections and learning to communicate with individuals from all walks of 
life. The incorporation of one-to-one technology, resulting from one man’s 
vision, is truly changing the learning that is happening for our students.  


