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I want to talk a little bit about the change we’re seeing in Illinois. This is a 
whole systems change, which is not to imply that everything we’ve done in 
the past was wrong. These are different times, and we have to begin to look 
at what we need to prepare our children for tomorrow’s world. It’s not that 
they are going to be competing with the boy next door or the girl next door; 
they are going to be competing with kids around the world. To meet those 
kinds of needs, we need to look at the Common Core standards and 
evaluate how we should be preparing teachers in regard of those standards. 
It means looking at the content knowledge of elementary, middle, and high 
school. It’s going to be different. And we’ve had to do that in Illinois in 
terms of changing our entire system at the elementary and middle school 
levels. We are also actively involved with the Teacher Performance 
Assessment Consortium (TPAC) and looking at how we are assessing our 
student teachers as they come through their programs. All the states need to 
work on teacher evaluation and the accountability issues they are being held 
to. We know that in our preparation programs, we’re going to have to 
prepare teachers who understand the need for showing growth and being 
able to demonstrate it in their classrooms. And they will need to be able to 
teach each child they come in contact with. We believe that by working with 
TPAC, establishing that kind of a preparation program and having that type 
of assessment, our teachers will have an easy transition as they move into 
the classrooms and will show growth and performance as we begin to 
evaluate them. Illinois’s Performance Evaluation Advisory Council (PEAC) 
has been meeting for over a year now and struggling with issues surrounding 
accountability and how to measure growth for every single content area. It’s 
not an easy time for anyone, and we need to share what’s happening in our 
districts with the rest of the country and pool our resources to come up with 
ideas that could work in other areas; listen to the experts about what is 
happening in the field; and work together to solve the problems, so that we 
have well-prepared teachers who can help eliminate the achievement gap so 
that every child—no matter what socioeconomic group they are from—can 
receive the same type of quality education and the same kinds of 
opportunities to compete in tomorrow’s world.  


