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Reading Selections
Reading selections were 
written for the test by published
authors of children’s and 
young adults’ literature. These
authentic selections create 
a level playing field for all 
students, and they include a
variety of topics and diverse
cultural themes that will 
appeal to students of varying
backgrounds, experiential 
levels, and interests.

Untimed
Administration
Untimed, flexible administration
ensures that bilingual students
have sufficient time to 
complete the test.

Samples are representative of Middle Grades Level material.
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What People 
are Saying…
"South Dakota has chosen the
Stanford ELP to measure the
annual progress of identified 
LEP students because it is 
relatively easy to administer.
The colorful format appeals 
to students, and the test
addresses all the requirements
needed to comply with annual 
federal Title III reports."

—State Program Representative
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The Reading subtest evaluates word understanding and different varieties of text and 
comprehension. Questions mirror the developmental nature of good reading instruction
and the kinds of materials used in exemplary programs. At each of the four levels, item
types progress from sight word recognition and sentence comprehension to vocabulary
acquisition and comprehension of printed discourse.

The Reading test aligns with the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) and assesses reading with three types of text:

• Literary — Material read for enjoyment
• Informational — Expository material read for information
• Functional — Materials encountered in everyday life designed to help the reader 

perform a task

Questions measure two modes of comprehension as well as vocabulary/idioms 
in context:

• Initial Understanding — Understand directly stated details or relationships
• Interpretation — Extend meaning and infer relationships among ideas
• Vocabulary/Idioms in Context — Predict meanings of unknown words or idioms




