Coming Fall 2019

Reading
opens up
a world of
possibilities.
DRA helps you give them the keys!
While reading is arguably the most important skill needed in order to
achieve any level of academic success, its value doesn’t end outside
of the schoolhouse doors. Reading expands our minds in many ways,
including increasing our vocabulary, improving our concentration,
and enhancing our analytical thinking skills. It allows us to “travel”
to places we might otherwise never experience, and “travel” in time
to meet the people who live only in memories and books.
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The Developmental Reading Assessment , Third Edition (DRA™3)
combines decades of teacher acumen with Pearson’s test
development strength to provide the premier assessment of
good reading behaviors in the classroom. With engaging fiction
and nonfiction stories at every level, streamlined scoring rubrics,
improved teacher observation forms, a brand new online platform
and updated field research, the DRA3 is an assessment that meets
the high standards of quality and rigor that reading teachers deserve.
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Observe, document student reading
abilities, and inform instructional practice

•C
 learer guidance for efficient and appropriate use
of Word Analysis and/or Progress Monitoring with
DRA3 Benchmark Assessment

DRA3 offers:

Developed for teachers

• Engaging fiction and nonfiction at each level
• More options for students
• Over 100 Benchmark Assessment Books for
students in grades K–8, with engaging fiction and
nonfiction texts at each of the 23 DRA reading
levels
• New Level Estimator to help determine the best
starting levels for younger students or new
students entering a school or district
• Redesigned Teacher Observation Guides (record
forms) to facilitate easier recording and efficient
assigning of scores.
• Reorganized Teacher Guides ensuring important
administration procedures, decision points,
and other information are all easier to find,
understand, and implement with fidelity
• Updated Comprehension scoring criteria
• Reading Engagement as an optional component of
Benchmark Assessment

DRA’s new consolidated digital offering:
• Provides educators data entry and administration
in a new browser-based solution that can be used
on any compatible device (e.g., laptop, desktop, or
tablet)
• Offers expanded reporting options beyond those
available from a paper-only assessment
• Easily captures, stores, and reports DRA3 student
data at the student, class, school, district, or state
level

DRA3’s instructional guidance helps reading teachers interpret DRA3 scores and use
them to improve classroom instruction, by
providing:
• Comparisons to other familiar leveling systems
(e.g., Fountas & Pinnell)
• Time-tested ideas introduced in DRA2’s “Focus
for Instruction” and “Moving into Instruction”
components
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The assessment approach used in DRA3 is based
on what reading research and experienced
educators have identified as the key behaviors
and characteristics of good readers. The specific
tasks and prompts used at different levels of DRA3
assessment are developmentally appropriate
for the student’s current stage in the process of
learning to read. Research studies were conducted
to demonstrate internal consistency and inter-rater
reliability estimates of DRA3 scores, as well as the
validity of DRA3 score interpretations (including
evidence based on test content and relationships to
other variables).

DRA offers educators the tools they
need to observe and document student
reading abilities as well as inform
instructional practice.
DRA3 will help you:
•D
 etermine each student’s independent or
instructional reading level with an evaluation
of three components of reading: reading
engagement, oral reading fluency, and
comprehension.
•Q
 uickly assess students’ instructional needs to
create a plan documenting what each student
needs to learn next with the Focus for Instruction.
Once the assessment is complete, teachers can use
this information to differentiate instruction and
create instructional groups.
•A
 s appropriate, obtain more in-depth information
for an individual student with DRA Word Analysis.
This diagnostic assessment provides educators
with a systematic means to observe how struggling
and emerging readers attend to and work with
various components of spoken and written words.

For more information on the DRA3, visit
PearsonAssessments.com/DRA3.
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